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India upon his own State, and the recognition of the
inevitable implications drew them closer together than
they had ever been before. The Princes claimed to be
considered as an aristocratic bloc., and second only in
importance to British India; they could no longer be
treated as isolated units. It is a just claim and a reason-
able one, it is the claim for which the Maharaja has always
stood; for apart from the difference of caste, creed,
colour, custom, language, and the rest, in which cer-
tain facile doctrinaires profess to see the insuperable
obstacles to Indian nationhood, how can that nation-
hood ever be achieved if one third of the country be
politically banished to the world of Valhalla? The wel-
fare of India is the welfare of the whole, and in serving the
cause of the States without let or hindrance, the Govern-
ment and its representatives are serving the cause of
Imperial India, and therefore of the Empire. It was right
and fitting that the Maharaja should see, in the evening
of his life, some recognition, however partial and imper-
fect, of the principle for which with varying fortunes he
has striven so unwearyingly.

Shortly before leaving for Europe the Maharaja opened
the new Waterworks, called after the heir apparent the
Pratap Sinh lake. These were designed to supplement
the original Ajwa Works, which, it will be remembered,
were among the first and finest achievements of his reign.
The Ajwa Works were sufficient in all normal years for
the supply of the City, but if there should be two or three
successive years of drought, as might so easily happen, it
was thought that the supply might run perilously low; and
for a long time past the authorities had been casting about
for a scheme which should combine economy with effi-
ciency. These ideas had at last taken shape.

The Maharaja, who had not fully recovered from an
attack of gout and was suffering from a sore throat,